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DIWALI 
Statement by Member for Cottesloe 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.42 pm]: From 2 to 6 November, many 
Western Australians of Indian background came together to celebrate the Diwali festival. I was honoured to have the 
opportunity to join in these celebrations through one of the largest multicultural events in our state, Diwali Mela, 
organised by the Indian Society of Western Australia. Diwali is the festival of light and new beginnings, a celebration 
of the triumph of good over evil, light over darkness, and knowledge over ignorance. Diwali marks the start of the 
Hindu new year, but it is also a day of celebration for Sikhs, Jains and some Buddhists. But to all, Diwali is a time 
to enjoy the company of friends and family and to exchange sweets and gifts in preparation for a fruitful year 
ahead. The essence of what Diwali represents—a triumph of light—never fails to bring people together in a vibrant 
celebration of community. 
The Diwali Mela event brought thousands of Western Australian friends and families together and was a wonderful 
expression of the strength of the Indian community in WA. Throughout the event, I had the opportunity to witness 
everything from sensational dance performances by Indian artists to the products of many small Indian entrepreneurs. 
I was most grateful for the opportunity to talk with a diverse cross-section of the Indian community in WA about 
the issues that matter to them. There is no doubt that the Indian community makes an immense contribution to the 
fabric of our state. Thank you to the Indian Society of Western Australia for this opportunity to learn more about 
Diwali and share in this important occasion. It was an honour. Finally, to all in our Indian community, happy Diwali 
and I hope you have a prosperous new year. 
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